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November 10, 2016 
 
 
Dear ___________________________________, 
 
Before you know it, you will be starting your senior year. You are already less than a year away from 
graduating, and are undoubtedly making plans for life after high school. Mr. King and I are looking 
forward to a great 2016-17 school year with an incredible incoming senior class. We have high 
expectations for you academically, behaviorally and in all of your co-curricular activities.  We are looking 
forward to each of you serving as leaders and role models for the other 575 or so students in the building. 
 
That said, your primary responsibility is to make sure that you are placing yourself in the best possible 
position for both a rewarding and successful senior year and continued success with multiple options and 
opportunities after graduation. Similarly, the Montrose Area School District has a responsibility to 
promote all students’ individual development and intellectual growth as well as encourage responsible 
citizenship. We do that, in part, by establishing high expectations for our students and adopting 
graduation requirements that exceed the minimum parameters set by the state. 
 
The MAHS Class of 2017 will be the first class in almost 20 years to graduate with different graduation 
requirements. In light of many changes and much uncertainty at the state level, including the phasing out 
of the Graduation Project as a state requirement and questions about the future of the Keystone Exams, 
the Montrose Area School District has maintained the “Keystone Exam” requirement as one way to meet 
local graduation requisites. Each student is required to earn a rating of “Proficient” or “Advanced” on 
each Keystone Exam (Algebra, Biology, Literature). Students who fail to do so by the end of their Junior 
year (with any “Basic” or “Below Basic” scores), or who are properly excused from the Keystone Exams, 
will be required to complete a comprehensive Graduation Project over the course of their senior year. 
 
Montrose Area High School seniors have several options when selecting a Graduation Project. They can 
elect to complete a minimum of 20 hours of Community Service or Career Exploration under the 
supervision of a mentor. Students can also showcase their Superior Skills while giving back to the 
community by organizing and participating in public events ranging from concerts to sports camps, 
fundraising benefits to art exhibits, and informational seminars to demonstrations of all kinds of special 
talents and abilities. Graduation Project details and paperwork are available on the MAHS web site: 
http://www.masd.info/highschool/. Many of your questions can be answered there. 
 
The chart below illustrates whether or not you are required to complete a Graduation Project. If not, 
congratulations! Great job finding success on the Keystone Exams. If so, don’t panic. Look at the project 
as a way to explore a career, show off your talents or give back to the school and community. Close to 
2000 Montrose graduates have completed successful and rewarding projects over the years. You can start 
as soon as your project is approved, and should consider completing your hours this summer. Proposal 
and Mentor forms have been included with this letter if you need to complete a Graduation Project. They 
can be returned to me any time this summer if you intend to get started before school starts, and must be 
submitted by the end of September. We will meet in the fall to discuss the requirements in more detail, 
and Mrs. Caitlin Holbrook is the Graduation Project Coordinator; she will be your regular contact once 
school has started. In the meantime, feel free to email me (epowers@masd.info) or call (570.278.6259) 
with questions. Enjoy the remainder of your summer! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Eric C. Powers 
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