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Scholastic
Team members
James Cain, Gina
C h e r u n d o l o ,
Shane Jones,
Kaitlyn Kurosky,
Carol Stevens and
John Watts repre-
sented the North-
eastern Educa-
tional Intermed-
iate Unit 19 at the
Pennsy lvan ia
A c a d e m i c
Competition held
in the chambers
of the PA Senate
and House of
Representatives
in the state
Capitol in Harris-
burg April 22.

The team
had qualified for
the state champ-
ionships after
defeating 27
schools from five
counties in North-
east Pennsylvania in the
Scholastic Bowl last
November.

In competition against 24
teams from across Pennsyl-
vania, the Meteors finished
“pretty much in the middle” at
states, according to team
adviser Eileen Baessler.

“We   practiced   once  a
week in Mrs. Baessler’s room

Scholastic Team
Competes at States
By Patrick Bayer
Staff Reporter

Artist Presents Award at Capitol
By Sarah Leonard
News and Features Editor

Junior Elizabeth Daven-
port walked into the capitol
building in Harrisburg May 4,
knowing next to nothing
about what she was to do
there.

She had been invited to
present the Catalyst Award
in the form of her artwork,
entitled “Summer of Devo-
tion,” to PA Senator Robert
Mellow of Peckville as part
of the tenth annual Pennsyl-
vania Arts in Education Day.
Liz is the first Montrose stu-
dent to ever attend this
event.

Every year the Pennsyl-
vania Council on the Arts
(PCA) honors a senator who
has aided the cause of arts
and arts in education, says
local PCA program coordi-
nator Judith Roth. The actual
award that is presented is a
piece of art made by a stu-
dent from the senator’s dis-
trict, she says. With the help
of art teachers Cathy Regan
and Jennifer Lupole and art-
ist-in-residence Earl Lehman,
Liz’s art was chosen from
pieces produced in the

River Inspires Project
By Shannon Elbrecht
Staff Reporter

school’s Art II and Art III
classes.

Liz’s quality of work, her
“interesting arrangement of
shapes,” and her use of ma-
terials is what made her art
stand out from the others, says
Mrs. Regan.

“She has a real sophisti-
cated sense of style,” says
Mrs. Regan. “[She has a]
mature outlook in putting com-
positions together.”

“Its beauty [is what stood
out to me],” says Mr. Lehman,
“[but] it was hard to pick one
[piece] because [all the art-
work] is beautiful.”

As an assignment for
Mrs. Regan’s classes last fall,
students were to produce a
“flag” that represented one or
more parts of themselves, us-
ing various materials and tex-
tures. Mr. Lehman describes
the flags as symbols, “a ve-
hicle on which to hang ideas,”
he says.

Liz’s flag is abstract and
is comprised of materials such
as burlap, paper, and paint, she

(See Artist, Page 3)................................................................................................................................................................................
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Seniors (back row from left) Shane Jones and John
Watts and (front row from left) James Cain, Carol
Stevens, Kaitlyn Kurosky and Gina Cherundolo
of the MAHS Scholastic Team visited the Capitol
in Harrisburg April 22 to compete in the Pennsyl-
vania Academic Competition.

to prepare,” said Carol. “It’s
difficult to practice for a
competition that requires
knowledge, so we just tried to
practice questions we [didn’t]
know the [answers to].”

The questions asked at
states were mostly academic ones
as     opposed     to    pop      culture,

In mid-April, eighth grade
geography students completed
their class project about the
Susquehanna River. The day
after assignments were
completed, American Rivers, a
national non-profit conservation
organization dedicated to
protecting and restoring
America’s rivers, announced
that the Susquehanna River had
topped its list of the most
endangered rivers in the United
States.

American Rivers has
released its list annually since
1986. The list does not
necessarily consist of the most
polluted rivers in the United
States but rivers that are most
threatened and the rivers’
significance. According to
American Rivers, the biggest
threats for the Susquehanna are
sewer pollution and dam
construction.

Eighth grade geography
teacher Tom George says that
when the list was released, he
and his students searched the
Internet for the reasons the
Susquehanna River is ranked
number one.

“It kind of annoyed me that
people can’t take care of [the
river] better,” says eighth grader
Julia Villanella. “Maybe people
around the area should be more
conscious.”

Eighth grader Amos Lyon
said the project helped him learn
a lot more about the river.

“Just  focusing   on    [the

river] for so long and having
everyone talk about it helped me
to learn more about it,” says
Amos.

Mr. George said the idea for
the Susquehanna River project
had evolved from a book he had
read called Susquehanna: River
of Dreams by Susan Q.
Stranahan. The book includes
general information about the
river and also stories that
Stranahan gathered from people
who rely on and live near the river.
Mr. George offers this book to
his students to read during their
research for the river project. Mr.
George has done this project on
and off for five or six years.

“[The project] is more of a
discovery approach,” says Mr.
George. Each geography class
is assigned a different region of
the river, and then each student
in that class is given a specific
topic to research. Topics range
from pollution to recreation in that
region.

After completing their
research, students write papers
about their topics. Then each
class is split into three groups.
One group is responsible for
creating a map of its class’s
region, another group compiles
the individual topics into one six-
page class newspaper, and
another group sets up a display
of what it believes are the most
important parts of the class’s
region.

Junior Elizabeth Davenport accepts an award of appreciation
May 4 from the Honorable Sandra Major for Elizabeth’s
painting to be displayed in the Capitol in honor of PA Senator
Robert Mellow of Peckville, PA.
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Dates to Remember

June 5

 Baccalaureate
MAHS auditorium

 6-9 p.m.

June 3

Last day for seniors

June 10

Early dismissal
11:30 a.m.

 Graduation
 Stadium/Auditorium

 6 p.m.

June 13

 Last day of school
Early dismissal

11:30 a.m.

Student
Council Elects

Leaders

New officers for 2005-
06 include (from left) jun-
iors Nick Staats, treasurer;
Meghan Hewes, co-secre-
tary; and Nate Sives, presi-
dent; and sophomore
Kristen Hohn, co-secre-
tary. Not pictured is sopho-
more Melinda Zosh, vice
president.

E. DAVENPORT/CHRONICLE

Junior High
Students
Honored

April Students of the
Month include (back row
from left) seventh grader
Nick Bicknell and eighth
graders Anna McNaught
and Steven Bartholomew,
(front row from left) eighth
grader Kristy Birchard and
seventh graders Maken-
zie Dearborn and Debra
Himko.

B. DEVINE/CHRONICLE
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“Life As We Know It” is a yearlong series devoted to informing
teens and the community about some of the issues teens face.Life As We Know It...

It’s not another fad diet or
weight-loss plan: The origins of
vegetarianism can be traced back
to as early as 60 A.D. and are
linked with ancient Eastern
religions, according to
About.com.

The vegetarian movement
gained momentum in the mid-
nineteenth century. The number
of vegetarians in the United States
has risen from one percent in 1997
to 2.5 percent in 2000, according
to a national Zogby poll.

 “I became a vegetarian
because I was eating sausage for
breakfast, and I realized that it was
once a living, breathing creature,
and I vowed never to eat [meat]
again,” said eighth grader Nikki
Printz, who has been a vegetarian
since the age of nine and has been
a vegan since February.

“I became a vegan because
there are a lot of health risks
involved with eating dairy
products,” said Nikki, “and a lot
of farms are not very nice to their
animals, and I just don’t like that.”

Vegans are the strictest type
of vegetarians. They do not eat
or wear anything that originated
from animals.

Lacto vegetarians avoid
meat but eat dairy products such
as milk and cheese. Ovo
vegetarians avoid meat and dairy
products but do eat eggs. Lacto-

ovo vegetarians avoid meat but
eat both eggs and dairy products.

People become vegetarians
for a number of reasons,
according to About.com,
including ethics (because of
concerns about animal cruelty or
the environment), personal health,
or aesthetics (they just don’t like
meat).

Anna D’Andrea, who runs
the Self-Discovery Wellness Arts
Center in Montrose, has been a
practicing vegetarian for
approximately 20 years.

“For me [becoming a
vegetarian] was part of a
philosophical shift in con-
sciousness,” said Ms. D’Andrea.
“Before I became a vegetarian, I
used to raise, butcher, and
process my own meat in an
attempt to move away from
commercial meat usage. One
day…I realized that I could no
longer inflict that much suffering
on a living creature, and I gave
up meat altogether.”

The process of becoming
a vegetarian can be easy or
difficult, depending on the
individual.

“At the beginning [becom-
ing vegetarian] is hard,” said Nikki,
“so you have to go slow. But after
awhile, you develop like an
allergic reaction [to meat]–you
just don’t like it.

Being a vegetarian around
meat-eaters can be difficult, but
when it comes to meal time at
school and at home, Nikki said
that her parents respect her choice
by making vegetarian meals “all
the time.”

Tenth grader Ethan
Shumacher, who has been a
vegetarian all his life, said that the
hardest part of being a vegetarian
is “dealing with the school food
because they make a lot of meat.
But I just get salad or peanut butter
and jelly.”

“It used to be difficult to find
non-meat choices [in rest-
aurants],” said Ms. D’Andrea,

Envious People Not Only Ones ‘Seeing Green’
Vegetarians Veg Out to Stay Healthy, Environmentally Friendly

 Sample Vegetarian
Meal Plan

Sources: www.vegsoc.org; www.vrg.org; About.com; www.vegetarian-nutrition.info;

“but recently, most restaurants
have selections for vegetarians.”

Some people worry that a
vegetarian diet is tasteless, but both
Nikki and Ms. D’Andrea disagree.

“Anyone who tells you that
vegetarian food [is bland] is just
lying to you,” said Nikki, “because
vegetarian food is tastier, more
flavorful, and healthier than meat
is.”

“Vegetarian food can be
prepared with any of the spices
that are used in meat-based diets,”
said Ms. D’Andrea. “The com-
plaint [that vegetarian food is
unsatisfying] can be corrected by
variety and preparing foods that
are filling and satisfying, based on
a combination of proteins.”

Another common concern
is that without meat, one might
not be able to find enough protein
to supplement a proper diet.
However, according to the
International Vegetarian Union,
“Dietary studies show the
adequacy of plant foods as the
sole source of protein…”

“The equivalent of meat
protein, or  complete  protein,  is
achieved by combining whole
grains (wheat, rice, corn, millet,
etc.) with legumes such as a
variety of peas and beans,” said
Ms. D’Andrea. “Also, today there

By Clarissa Plank
Staff Reporter

Breakfast:

1 cup oatmeal with cinnamon,
2 tablespoons raisins, 2 table-
spoons wheat germ; 1 cup fat-
free milk; 2 slices whole-wheat
toast with jelly; 3/4 cup orange
juice

Snack:

1 medium apple
2 graham crackers

Lunch:

1 cup lentil soup; mixed green
salad with tomatoes and fat-free
dressing; carrot and green pepper
sticks with salsa; 1 whole-grain
muffin; water with fresh lemon

Dinner:

1/2 cup marinated bean salad
(kidney, garbanzo, and green
beans); 1 cup pasta tossed with
1 teaspoon olive oil, garlic, and
basil with a sprinkling of
Parmesan cheese; 1/2 cup
stewed tomatoes and okra; 1/2
cup steamed broccoli with lemon
juice; 1 slice Italian bread; 1/2
cup fresh fruit salad; flavored
seltzer water

Snack:

Bagel with jam
www.housing.umich.edu/services/dining/vegit.html

(See Vegetarian, Page 3)

“I became a vegetarian because I was
eating sausage for breakfast, and I
realized that it was once a living,

breathing creature...”
                                        Nikki Printz,  Grade 8

MASD Remembers Morgan Potter
By Melinda Zosh
News and Features Editor

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

“Sensitive.”
“Caring.”
“Funny.”
Words used to describe

2003 graduate Morgan Potter
shortly after his death.

“He was a giver and was
generous with his time and
knowledge…selfless,” says band
director Suzanne Bennici.

During Mrs. Bennici’s first
year at MAHS, Morgan vol-
unteered to show her around the
school, she says, never expecting
anything in return.

He would often go to the
band room during his lunch hour
to help with computers and
whatever else needed to be done,
according to Mrs. Bennici.

“Morgan picked things up
right away…He was a quiet
leader behind the scenes but was
integral to the success of
everything,” says Mrs. Bennici.

In 2003 Morgan re-
arranged the MAHS alma mater,
taking the original 1928 version
and arranging it into a band
orchestration and auto har-
monizing it so it could be used
for all band instruments.

“Morgan used a computer
program that would fill out the
chords for the music based upon
the melody and chord symbols
he put in,” says chorus director
Scott Zimmerman.  “Once he had

all the notes being used
in the chords, he was
able to arrange parts for
the different instru-
ments.”

According to Mrs.
Bennici, the current sixth
grade move-up program
was organized by
Morgan as well.

“In spring 2003
Morgan re-did the
program…He was
instrumental in helping
with the program and the
template, which we still
use,” says Mrs. Benicci.

During his high
school years, Morgan
was involved in student
council, Key Club, and
band, but he was most
active with technology at
MAHS and the United Methodist
Church in Montrose.

“Morgan re-wired the
church and did the lighting,” says
substitute teacher Marie King.
“When there was a fire hazard,
he set up four dozen fire alarms
and had the kids do fire drills...He
[was] a talented, funny young
man.”

Morgan helped create and
lead the Computer Club during
his junior and senior years of high
school, and he was instrumental
in the development of core

technology infrastructure and the
deployment of hundreds of
computers, according to
technology coordinator Craig
Owens.

“He  always lent  a hand to
teach someone how to do
something, diagnosing and fixing
a problem or bringing issues to
my attention that I otherwise
wouldn’t have noticed,” says Mr.
Owens.  “He understood the
auditorium sound and light
systems better than I ever will.”

Big on  traditions,  Morgan

designed  the  cover of the 2002
yearbook.

“Morgan was the historian
of the school…His ideas were
tradition-oriented” says yearbook
adviser Lori Lass.  “He was proud
of the heritage, and his cover
design will forever be a
record…Whenever anyone sees
it, it will always be identified with
Morgan.”

“It is a really neat feeling to
see my design on the cover of
the yearbook,” Morgan wrote in
a survey for the ACTA staff in
2002. “I hope the other students
will learn a little of Montrose’s rich
history from it…I feel that
students should learn the alma
mater and school history.”

Freshman Nate Oleniacz
says he is thankful he became
close with Morgan during his
seventh grade year.

“I was glad that I took the
opportunity to get to know
[Morgan] and become friends
with him,” says Nate.  “I’ll never
forget Morgan and what he did
for our school.”

“Morgan had a unique
ability to make those he interacted
with attempt to be better people,”
says Mr. Owens. “He brought out
the best in others by setting an
example of hard work and
dedication, persistence, problem
solving and genuine selflessness.”

Class of 2003 alumnus Morgan
Potter proudly sports his senior
class T-shirt.

PHOTO COURTESY OF LORI LASS

said Carol. “One was about the
book The Joy of Cooking—
really random stuff.”

The winning team at
states from Emmaus High
School, in Emmaus, PA, was
one of only a few public
schools to place ahead of the
Meteors. Some team members
feel that private schools have
an advantage over the public
schools.

“Private schools treat
[scholastic competitions]
differently,” said Carol.” They
prepare rigorously. [Being] one
of the few public schools that
were [at states], we were
honored to compete with the
private schools.”

Although private schools
did perform well at the
competition, the top three
teams were all from public
schools, according to Mrs.
Baessler.

Team members felt good
about their performance at
states, according to John.

“Considering how many
schools there were, and that
most of them were private
schools, we performed above
par,” said John.

“[I was] very pleased for
them,” added Mrs. Baessler. “I
wasn’t disappointed.”

Other Scholastic Team
members who did not compete
in Harrisburg include Sean
Jones and Brian Perry.

(Scholastic continued
from Page 1)
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are many ready-to-eat sources
of protein based on soybeans,
such as tofu, tempeh,
soyburgers and soydogs, as
well as protein powders.”

A vegetarian diet is low in
saturated fats and may help
lower the risk of heart disease,
obesity, cancer, and diabetes,
according   to   the   Nutrition

(Vegetarian continued from Page 2)

...............................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

Whales? Ducks? Sharks?
Not the usual high school
educational field trip. However,
for IONS Club members, their
trip to Boston was the first
overnight trip of many
excursions.

Club members are not
strangers to trips, especially to the
elementary schools.  Ask a fifth
or sixth grader from Choconut
or Lathrop Street, and he/she will
tell you about the unique
experiments with lava lamps and
density bottles, for example, that
members of the club have
performed with them.

Adviser Debbie Lewis
wanted to end this year with her
first overnight trip as a teacher at
MAHS.  During an IONS meeting
earlier this year, a quick search
on Google for nearby science
museums yielded the Museum of
Science in Boston.

“Whale watching was
chosen at random as something
fun to do when we first started
looking for a trip that included
some science activities,” says
Mrs. Lewis. “Seniors Justin
Marbaker and Kyle Adriance said
something about whales jokingly,
and it just built from there.”

At the beginning of the year,
the club started raising money for
their experiments and equipment.
Several pies and many cookies
later, the IONS Club had raised
funds; however, the trip
amounted to approximately $200
per person, way over the IONS’
budget.

Justin was in charge of
searching for specific activities for
the Boston trip.  At the start, the
plan was to take a charter bus.
Since funding, however,  was
insufficient  and interests varied,
a select group of 18 club
members and six chaperones
squeezed into three Suburbans.
Participation in the trip came down
to first come, first served.

Walkie-talkies were the main
means of communication within
the caravan of Suburbans that left
the high school before dawn April
28.The lead Suburban soon
became “Mother Goose,” and her
followers, “Rubber Ducky I” and
“Rubber Ducky II.”  Seniors Nick
and Becky Harasymczuk and
Larry Lundy manned the walkie-
talkies.

Six hours and three states
later,  the  Suburbans  rolled  into

IONS Trip a ‘Blast’
 By Steffany Jahnke
Sports Editor

Boston.  First stop: Boston
Museum of Science where the
students viewed an Omni film
entitled Forces of Nature.  An
Omni film is projected on half of
a spherical theater wall
surrounding the viewers, giving
them the illusion that they are
doing the action being projected.
Club members then explored the
museum’s many exhibits,
including ones on astrology,
mathematics, and electricity.

To round out their trip, the
students took a historic tour of
Boston on an authentic World
War II DUKW (duck),  a truck
which can be submerged to
become a boat.

“I had a blast,” says Nick.
“The tour of the city was a first
for me, and I’d never seen
Fenway Park.”

The group also made its
way by subway to the “Cheers”
restaurant in the historic Quincy
Market.

“My favorite part of the trip
was simply walking around the
city and seeing the Quincy Market
and Thaniel Hall,” says senior
Kaitlyn Kurosky.

After a late night Pizza Hut
delivery to satisfy any leftover
hunger, groggy members woke
to a four-hour whale-watching
tour.  Though the watchers didn’t
actually see any whales, they did
spot a few signs of whales such
as air blows from a finback
whale, the second largest animal
on earth.  Only a few members
were hesitant to get off the boat
after a bumpy ride on rough seas.
They still hold passes to go back
and attempt to get another look
at whales; however, some
members are  reluctant to actually
use them.

At the Boston Aquarium
students learned about jelly fish,
sea lions, turtles and other aquatic
species.  During another movie
in 3-D at an IMAX theater,
students learned a turtle’s views
on sharks and other sea life as
the animals appeared to come
straight towards the audience as
though one could touch them.
Several in the theater tried.

“I think the trip was a huge
success, and everyone had a
good time,” says Mrs. Lewis.
“The nice thing was some kids
did stuff they’d never done before
and saw things they haven’t
seen.”

says. She used shapes and
colors that reminded her of
the summer in 1996 when her
baby brother died and the
change her family went
through during that time.

“The project had spe-
cial meaning to me,” says
Liz.

She had no idea, how-
ever, that the project would
become something special,
she says. Her framed art-
work will be hung in the
Capitol as part of Senator
Mellow’s permanent art col-
lection.

At the Capitol Liz met
several government officials,
including the Honorable
Sandra Major of the House
of Representatives and Lieu-
tenant Governor Catherine
Baker Knoll. She and her
family toured the Capitol af-
ter her presentation.

(Artist continued from Page 1)

“It was like we had special treatment,” says Liz.
“[Those at the Capitol] made us feel right at home.”

S e n a -
tor Mellow
was unable
to attend the
event, so Lt.
G o v e r n o r
K n o l l
accepted the
C a t a l y s t
Award from
Liz on his
behalf. Liz
received a
Certificate
of Apprecia-
tion from
Representa-
tive Major.

“It was
an amazing
experience
altogether,
one that I
will remember for years,” says Liz.

Department of Andrews Uni-
versity.

“Most health organi-
zations, such as the American
Cancer Society, the American
Heart Association, and the
American Diabetes Association,
are now recommending a diet
closer to vegetarianism,” said
Ms. D’Andrea.

....................................................................................................

(Project continued from Page 1)

Junior Elizabeth Davenport’s painting was
inspired by her baby brother. The title for the
piece “Summer of Devotion” came from the
combination of the meanings of her brother’s
name, Patrick, and her own.

PHOTO COURTESY OF E. JEANNE MULLIGAN

Students must also write
poems about the Susquehanna
River and letters to family
members, informing them about
the river. These, along with the
newspaper articles, are worked
on in English teacher Bill Walker’s
classes as well as in Mr. George’s
room to incorporate both English
and geography skills.

Students earn both
individual and group grades for
their participation in the project.

Mr. George says the project
allows him to teach a variety of
skills on a smaller, local level. Then
he can help the students apply
what they have learned to large-
scale issues.

“[The project] has more
interest to the kids,” says Mr.

George. He also thinks it’s
important for students to learn
about the river because it is a
significant body of water, and
people have so much of an impact
on what happens to the river.

“[The project] opens up
your eyes to what is really going
on in your town and county…and
all around you,” says eighth grader
Kari Yonkin.

“While visions for the future
of the Susquehanna may not
always be in harmony, the fact that
so many people are thinking of the
river is a good sign…The
mundane daily decisions made by
all who live within its vast
watershed will determine the future
of this beautiful river,” writes
Susan Stranahan.

Tom Barnes
MAHS

Science Department
34 years

Farewell to MASD Retirees

Beverly Legg
Choconut Valley

Cafeteria
17 years

Don Cunningham
MAHS

English Department
33 years

Ellen Burns
Lathrop Street
Kindergarten

34 years

Mary Spering
Choconut Valley

Kindergarten
20 years

George Howanitz
Lathrop Street

Sixth Grade
31.5 years

Trudyann Robertson
MASD

Food Service Supervisor
24 years

Jack McKee
MAHS

Physical Education
33.5 years

Chris Buffington
MAHS

Computers
33 years

Larry Otis
MAHS

Driver Education
32.5

Doug Wilcox
MAHS

Principal
20.5 years

Carla Winters
MASD

Director of Educational Services
32 years

Sue Burch
Lathrop Street

Cafeteria
14 years

Carol Hallam
MAHS

Secretary
24.5 years
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Seniors

For senior Sean
Jones, rising to the
top and doing well in
school was always a
priority for him.
Amid tennis and
other activities
throughout high
school, Sean will
graduate second in his
class.

“I didn’t set out
and decide I was
going to [become
saluta-torian of my
class],” says Sean.  “I
set a goal for myself
from a young age to
do well in school, and
I achieved my goal.”

Part of the
tennis team since his
freshman year, Sean
says academics were
always his top
priority. Doing well academically
was “simply a matter of time
management.”

“My mom and my
grandfather [always] pushed me
to do well in school,” says Sean.
“[They] were happy when they
found out my class rank…and
continued to encourage me.”

Besides  juggling tennis with
academics and other activities,
Sean enjoys playing video games
for recreation and reading novels.

Sean will attend the
Wharton School of Business at
the University of Pennsylvania to
major in business with a minor in
English. Sean says he has no
concerns about advancing to the
next academic level.

“I think Montrose has done
a good job of preparing me socially
and academically for my future,”
says Sean.

Over the years Sean has
been involved with the MAHS
Scholastic Team, student
council, National Honor Society,

Varsity Club, French Club,
French National Honor Society,
AP Club, and IONS Club.

“He was an excellent
member of the Scholastic Team,”
says adviser Eileen Baessler.
“He’s an excellent student, and
I’m thrilled he’s going to
Wharton, the best undergraduate
school for business…[It’s] a
wonderful opportunity for him.”

Although Sean plans to
major in business, he says his
favorite subject in school has
always been mathematics.

“I enjoy math because it’s
logical, and it builds on
itself…Everything fits toge-ther,
and it’s structured like that,” says
Sean.

Son of Candace Jones,
Montrose, and Luis Jones,
Syracuse, Sean says his mom has
always encouraged him the most.

“My mom always taught
me to be persistent, deter-mined,
and deliberate about whatever I
do,” says Sean.

Jones Earns
Salutatorian Success
By Melinda Zosh
News and Features Editor

PHOTO COURTESY OF K. LABARBERA

Class of 2005
Valedictorian Kate LaBarbera

LaBarbera Rises to Top of Class
By Melinda Zosh
News and Features Editor

Valedictorian Kate
LaBarbera has always
believed academics come
first.  Her sophomore
brother Nick says she’s
been this way for as long
as he can remember.

“I wasn’t surprised
when I found out Kate is
[valedictorian]…neither
was my family,” says Nick.
“[Achieving this level of
success] is just what we
expect from her.”

Kate says that her
family members have
influenced her the most
through elementary and
high school.

“My parents have
always encouraged me,”
says Kate. “They told me
to do my best [and to] work
hard and be dedicated [in
whatever I do].”

Kate, daughter of Tony
and Linda LaBarbera of
Montrose, plans to attend
Drexel University in the fall to
major in biology.

“I want to do medical
research when I get out of
school,” says Kate.  “I already
have a job through Drexel’s

Pennoni Honors College doing
research in the summer after
my freshman year.”

Kate’s high school
activities include varsity soccer,
basketball, track, Varsity Club,
AP Club, National Honor
Society, French National Honor
Society, IONS Club, Art Club,
and Key Club.

“I liked playing sports in

high school…I like doing
things with my friends
and just relaxing,” says
Kate.

One of Kate’s favorite
high school moments
was winning the District
2 basketball champ-
ionship in her
sophomore year.

“All the hard work
[finally] paid off [when
my team] won the
district championship,”
says Kate. “I was happy
at that moment [in my
high school career].”

According to Kate,
her most challenging
course in high school is
AP calculus.

“I have to work the
hardest in calculus,”

says Kate.  “I tried a little harder
[because] calculus is a hard
subject in itself.”

One of her biggest
achievements is NEIU #19
Scholar of the Year.  Now she’s
adding valedictorian to her list.

“It’s what you put into
[learning and success in
school],” says Kate. “If you try
to learn, you will.”

When senior Dustin
Palmer graduates this June,
he will have come to school
2,340 days over 13 years.
From kindergarten through
twelfth grade, Dustin has
achieved a perfect attendance
record.

Each year twelfth grade
English teacher Eileen
Baessler awards $100 to any
senior who has achieved per-
fect attendance in his/her se-
nior year. In her 30 years of
teaching, Mrs. Baessler says
that to the best of her knowl-
edge, Dustin is the first to
achieve 13 years of perfect
attendance. The attendance
office also does not recall the
last person to achieve perfect
attendance.

“If I heard that someone
went to school every day, I
would probably think they
were a geek,” says Dustin.
“But I don’t think I am be-
cause it has helped me be-
come a more responsible per-
son. So it was worth it.”

Dustin credits his persis-

tence to his mother’s encour-
agement to go to school.

“My mom always made
me go to school because she
wanted me to get the best
education that I could,” says
Dustin. “After ninth grade, I

Palmer Achieves No Less
Than Perfect Record By Luke Smith

Opinion Editor

Class of 2005
Salutatorian Sean Jones

PHOTO COURTESY OF S. JONES

decided to make it a per-
sonal goal to keep going
with the perfect atten-
dance.”

Dustin says he is
lucky to have had good
health. However, he did
not escape chickenpox,
but the disease struck
him in the midst of sum-
mer vacation one year.

As for other ill-
nesses, Dustin says he
has never come down
with anything such as
strep throat, bronchitis,
or pneumonia, but he
says he did have a close
call one evening when he
endured a head wound.

“I hit myself with a
hammer,” Dustin says
with embarrassment. “I
had my head stitched that

night, and I showed up to
school the next morning. I
didn’t want to go, but I
showed up.”

Next fall Dustin will at-
tend Penn Tech to become an
electrician.

Experience, travel, and
education are some of the
motivators that have led seven
seniors from the Class of  ’05 to
join the armed forces.

Matt Lopez will leave July
13 for Great Lakes, IL, for basic
training in the U.S. Navy.
Traveling and seeing the world
over the next four years prompted
Matt to join the Navy.

“I thought it would be a
good experience,” says Matt. “[It]
would be something different.”

Also joining the Navy are
Dillon Crisman, Kyle Teets and
Shane Jones, who says he wants

S. ELBRECHT/METEOR CHRONICLE

Senior Dustin Palmer enters the
high school less than three weeks
before he will graduate with a per-
fect 13-year record of attendance.

to become a nuclear engineer.
“[I became interested in the

military] because it will pay my
way through college, and this is
pretty much my only option to
get training for becoming an
engineer,” says Shane, “[and]
also because of the traveling so I
can leave this little corner.”

Also looking for assistance
with college is Shane Kalpokas,
who will enter the Army’s ROTC
program at Shippensburg
University next fall and major in
criminal justice.

Continuing in her brother
Will’s military footsteps, Deua
Traver will leave June 16 for
Army National Guard basic
training at Fort Leonard

Seniors Look to Military
for Opportunities
By Sophia Konstas
Staff Reporter

Wood, MO. Deua, whose
brother is in the Army, is
interested in becoming a
generator mechanic.

“[Being in the military is]
something I’ve always wanted
to do, and it will help pay for
college,” Deua says. “All of the
men in my family prompted my
interest in going into the military.”

Senior Anthony Gasper
joined the U.S. Army over a year
ago as part of its Split-Operation
Program. He says he hopes to
make a career of the service. He
completed basic training at Fort
Jackson, SC, last May and
works as an administrative
specialist.

“I’ve always wanted to be
in the military since I was a little
kid,” says Anthony. “I just like
the job.”

Creative Projects
Cover Many Interests

...................................................................................................................

(From left) senior Amanda Stewart, eighth grader Nicole Lavo and
senior Casey Tullar pose with pugs during Mrs. Eileen Baessler’s
ninth period English class May 9. Casey and Amanda took their
pugs, (from left) Sandy, Mac, and Roxy, to school to present their
treasured pets as their senior-year creative projects. In Mrs.
Baessler’s senior classes, students are asked to do end-of-the-year
projects that reflect their interests or topics they care deeply about.
Projects this year ranged from lawn mower racing and cookouts to
speeches and kayak demonstrations.

ELIZABETH ZAPPE/METEOR CHRONICLE
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Adriance, Kyle – Monmouth Univ. (NJ), Business management
Arielly, Joshua –  Undecided
Bajkowski, Jeremy – Broome Community College, Engineering
Barrett, Anthony– Motorcycle Mechs. Inst. (FL), Motor. repair
Bennett, Joshua  – Workforce
Birchard, Chantal – Keystone College, Business
Bohn, Adam – Penn Tech, Heavy machinery/Diesel mechanics
Boll, Keith – Penn Tech, Graphic communications
Boyle, Beverly – Morris Community College, Nursing
Brand, Nicole – Bloomsburg Univ., Sec. educ./communications
Branning, Stephanie – Broome Comm. Col., Early childhood educ.
Brewer, Sean – Undecided, Criminal justice
Brown, Erika – College Misericordia, Undecided
Brownlow, Tyler  – Undecided
Burgh, Thomas – Bloomsburg University, Business management
Bush, Katie – Keystone College, Forensic biology
Cain, James  – Wilkes University, History/Pre-law
Carden, Laura  – Mansfield University, Secondary education
Chapman, Heather– FL Col. of Nat. Health, Paramedical esthetics
Cherundolo, Gina – Penn State Main, Communications
Clapper, Mary  – Travel
Colvin, Danielle – High-Tech Institute (FL), Computer technology
Conklin, Rachel – Keystone College, Elementary education
Conway, Rachel – Luzerne County Comm. College, Psychology
Cook, Eric  – Workforce, Web hosting/Design
Cordes, Kelli – Broome Comm. Col., Human services/Liberal arts
Crisman, Dillon – U. S. Navy
Cronk, Jonathan  – Kutztown University, Communication design
Cunningham, Donald  – Keystone College, Sports management
Cutsogeorge, Rachel  – Broome Community College, Undecided
Depue, Samantha  – Workforce
Depue, Thomas – Wilkes University, Pharmaceuticals
DeWitt, Jonathan  – Mansfield Univ., Music performance/educ.
DiBiase, Joseph  – East Stroudsburg Univ., Physical education
Donato, Ashley  – Penn State Hazleton, Atmospheric sciences
Everitt, Seth  – Workforce
Finch, Jamie  – Mansfield University, Elementary education
Flynn, Julie – Broome Comm. College, Early childhood education
Fowler, Coral  – High Tech Institute, Graphic design
Fruehan, Justin  – Undecided
Gasper, Anthony  – U. S. Army, Airborne infantry
Geertgens, Charles – Workforce
Gere, Caleb  –  Workforce
Gerhard, Jason  – Workforce, Carpentry
Gillingham, Lacy  – Luzerne County Community College, Nursing
Goldsmith, Brady – Mansfield University, Music education
Gould, Sarah – Keystone College, Undecided
Gow, Stephanie – Penn State Hazelton, Elementary education
Grier, Bryan – Undecided, Psychology
Groll, Courtney – High-Tech Institute (FL), Computer networking
Harasymczuk, Nicholas– York College Sport mgmt./Pre-law
Harasymczuk, Rebecca – York College, Public relations/Advertis.
Hawk, Richard – Johnson College, Automotive technology
Henry, Eric – Monroe Community College (NY), Bus. management
Hitchcock, Aaron– Luzerne County Comm. Col., Auto technology
Holbert, Elizabeth – Liberty University (VA), Missions
Holinej, Christopher– Univ. of  Sciences Phila., Pharmaceuticals
Hollister, Samantha  – Mansfield University, Nursing
Homan, Kathryn – Luzerne County Comm. College, Undecided
Honeyford, Thomas – Johnson College, Machine tool technology
Hoppe, Carin  – University of Scranton, Forensic nursing
Horn, Jacob – University of Pittsburgh, Civil engineering
Hotchkiss, Lydia – Duquesne University, Entrepreneurship
Howell, Nathaniel – Workforce, Procter & Gamble
Huff, Justin – Wilkes University, Chemistry/Pre-med
Jemmott, Catherine – Edinboro University, Nursing
Jones, Sean – University of Pennsylvania, Business
Jones, Shane – U. S. Navy, Nuclear power
Jordan, Rebecca – Southern Utah University, Classical languages
Kalpokas, Shane – Army ROTC/Shippensburg Univ., Crim.  justice
Kelly, Tyler – Trident Tech (SC), Business management
Kessler, David – Penn State Main, Aerospace engineering
Kissell, Jordan – Penn State Altoona, Undecided
Koziel, Sheena – Keystone College, Art

2005 Class Officers

Jeff Snyder
President

Larry Lundy
Vice President

Nick Harasymczuk
Treasurer

Melanie Loomis
Secretary

Class of 2005 Prospective Graduates
Editors’ Note: The appearance of names in this list does not guaruntee graduation.

“You get more respect from
the teachers.”

Rachel Conway

“Getting to know people
and making really awesome

friends.”

Carol Stevens

“Playing soccer for the first
time on a huge field.”

Adam Poodiack

“The Advanced Placement trip
to Washington, D.C., because
it was awesome and the best

trip I ever had in my life.”

Matt Oberg

“What was the best thing about high school?”
BRANDI DEVINE/METEOR CHRONICLEELIZABETH DAVENPORT/METEOR CHRONICLE SENIOR ROVING REPORTER

Kurosky, Kaitlyn – Temple University, Communications/Theatre
Kurpiela, Vanessa – Workforce
Kwitoski, Kimberly – Keystone College, Accounting
LaBarbera, Katherine – Drexel University, Biology
Lavo, Justin – Bloomsburg University, Undecided
Loomis, Melanie – Penn State Main, Communications
Lopez, Matthew – U. S. Navy, Aviation
Lundy, Larry – Monmouth University (NJ), Criminal justice
Machir, Ryan – Undecided, Music education
Mahler, Hannah – Mansfield University, Undecided
Marbaker, Justin – West Virginia University, Sports management
Marsh, Dana – Undecided
Mayes, Ryan – Broome Community College, Undecided
Meehan, Jessica – Elmira College, Chemistry
Millard, Joshua – Keystone College, Elementary education
Millen, Caroline – Binghamton University, Undecided
Miller, Trina – Undecided, Nursing
Mower, Jennifer  – Workforce
Mullin, Tara  – Bloomsburg University, Special education
Natalie, Dana – Undecided, Art
Nichols, Christopher – Workforce
Oberg, Matthew – Dickinson College, Political science
Onuska, Thomas – Univ. of Scranton, Secondary educ./Pre-law
Overfield, William – Cecil Comm. College (MD), Bus. management
Palmer, Dustin – Penn Tech, Electrical technology
Parvin, Jacob – Penn Tech, Heavy equipment technology
Peck, Samantha – Broome Community College, Human services
Perry, Brian- Penn State Main, Chemistry
Persing, Valissa – Shippensburg University, Secondary education
Phelps, Charles –  Workforce, Custodial services
Pipher, Brandon – Bloomsburg University, Secondary education
Poodiack, Adam  – Undecided
Preston, Daniel – Penn Tech, Electrical technology
Proof, Alison  – Mansfield University, Elementary/Special educ.
Puzo, Daniel – Welding
Rafferty, Kristie – Undecided
Robinson, Sierra – Indiana Univ. of PA, Psychology/Criminology
Rogers, Michael – Penn Tech, Information technology
Rombach, Brandon  – Broome Community College, Radiology
Rose, Casey – Lincoln Tech, Electronics
Roszel, Jeanne – Bloomsburg University, Radiology
Schneller, Ehren – St. John’s University, Actuarial science
Short, Christopher – Undecided, Carpentry/Masonry
Small, Elisabeth – Baptist Bible College, Music education
Smith, Lucas – St. Bonaventure University, Journalism
Smoker, Hannah – Davis College, Bible study
Snyder, Jeffrey – University of Florida, Pre-med
Spolar, Rocky – Penn Tech, Civil engineering
Stanis, Christopher – Rotary exchange to France
Stevens, Carol – Penn State Main, Business management
Stewart, Amanda – Broome Community College, Elem. education
Stoddard, Kyle – Penn Tech, Undecided
Stone, Daniel – Workforce, Tread Shop
Strohl, Joshua  – WyoTech (PA), Hot rod fab./Bus. management
Teets, Kyle – U. S. Navy, Heavy equipment operation
Templeton, Bethany – Temple University, Undecided
Tompkins, Cassandra – Workforce, Cosmetology
Traver, Deua –  Army National Guard, Generator mechanic
Travis, Kristen – Bloomsburg University, Undecided
Tullar, Casey – Slippery Rock University, Business management
Turner, Amanda – Penn-Tech, Nursing
Tyson, Ashley – Workforce/Education
Unterkoefler, Kristin – Broome Comm. College, Criminal justice
Vanness, Jessica – Penn State Main, Bioengineering
VanT assel, Ryan – Penn State Hazelton, Electrical engineering
Vavrina, Molly – Undecided, Dentistry
Walter, Andrew – Keystone College, Visual arts
Watts, John – Rochester Inst. of Technology, Computer science
Webb, Tamra – Broome Community College, Criminal justice
Wells, Eric – Motorcycle Mechanics. Inst. (FL), Motorcycle repair
White, Brittany – Undecided
Whittenberg, Ivy – Undecided
Zappe, Elizabeth– St. Bonaventure University, Journalism
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Removing the Blindfold

The reality of this
school year’s coming to an
end has yet to set in. I truly
don’t feel like a soon-to-be
high school graduate.

Knowing myself,  I
might actually wake up
June 11 expecting to walk
through the doors of the
high school again. (It
wouldn’t be the first time
I’ve tried to go to school on
a Saturday).

I have noticed a few
things in my four years at
MAHS and my time in parts
of the “real world,” some
things I want to bring to the
attention of my peers
before I lose my chance.

Soon enough the
graduating seniors will be
lost in the bustle of life,
some of us in college,
others at work or in the
military. I myself have had
a taste of the world beyond
Susquehanna County, and I
can safely say the air is
clear out there. There are

no stereotypes, no cliques;
the world is less superficial
than TV and movies make
it seem.

Kids shouldn’t worry
about what clothes or music
is in style to be cool. We are
more than just the labels on
our jeans and the color of
our hair. Each of us is a
human being just the same
as the next person, and no
one should be treated
otherwise. We need to step
outside of our comfort
zones to realize that
difference doesn’t mean
deficience.

Occasionally I have
heard people disparage our
school. Their attitude is
unfounded. Our time in high
school is what we make it,
good or bad. If anything,
we should be proud to say
we succeeded and not take
any of what we have
learned for granted.

Without MAHS, I
wouldn’t have the home

base of friends and support
that I need to strike out on
my own, and I think the
same may be true for a lot
of seniors. The people we
have made life-long
relationships with here will
always be the backbone to
help us move forward with
life.

My generation is
growing into mature adults
more and more each day.
We make our own
decisions. No matter what
else may come in the lives
ahead of us, MAHS will
always be part of the past
we have grown up in that
defines who we are.

I owe everything I am
as a successful journalist to
the teachers, parents and
friends who have supported
me and my writing.

I thank everyone who
has helped me remove my
own blindfold to see the
potential I have and the
person I truly am.

Thirteen Years and
All I Have to Show Is...

Everything I Am
By Elizabeth Zappe

Editor in Chief

As this school year
draws to an end, so does a
chapter in “Meteor history.”

MAHS principal Doug
Wilcox finishes his last year
in the MASD, and he writes
the final sentences in an
inspiring story he so humbly
created.

From the moment in
2001 when Mr. Wilcox took
the reigns as principal of the
junior/senior high school, he
has been a leader and role
model for students and the
community. Perhaps the
most accurate description of
him is a “world-class
educator.”

Mr. Wilcox has a way
of connecting with every
student in some way. He is
a very personable guy who
always has a “good
morning” for anyone he
passes in the hallways. For
some students, Mr. Wilcox is
not merely a principal but a
father-figure whom they can
look to for help and
guidance.

Serving in his capacity
as principal, Mr. Wilcox
somehow always finds time
to get involved with all areas
of the school. That’s no
small task, considering the
principal is responsible for
the education of some 950
students, a job which literally
takes hundreds of hours and
valuable time away from
family. For this we
commend him and express
our gratitude that he has been
a part of all of our families.

It’s rare in today’s
society to find a person who
is willing to sacrifice his time,
energy, and life to put others
first. Although there are
others who do the same, Mr.
Wilcox has done so without
hesitation. He has dedicated
his life to us without a second
thought,  and students,

faculty, and staff see this
selflessness.

During the four years
Mr. Wilcox has served as
principal, he has trans-
formed what it means to
hold that position. He has
put his own unique twist on
the job. We believe his
trademark is integral to the
educational process not
only at MAHS but also
throughout the district.

At the end of this year,
our “Meteor family” will
say farewell to a truly
inspirational man. How-
ever, this also means that
students will see a brand
new face on the first day
of school next year.

Whoever the next
principal may be, he/she
should be of a similar
demeanor as Mr. Wilcox
and bring his/her own
unique ideas and traits to
the job. He/she should also
be able to devote his/her
full energy to our school
district and be able to
connect with the students,
faculty, and staff.

Perhaps most import-
antly, this person should
possess an open mind and
establish a dialogue with
the student body.

If there is any doubt
about the type of individual
MAHS needs as its new
principal, one need not look
far for an exceptional
example.

Looking forward to
June 10, the senior class
will not be the only ones
graduating. Mr. Wilcox will
also begin a new life
chapter.

We wish him all the
best in his much deserved
retirement. We also hope
that he will  remain an
active and guiding voice for
our school district.

MAHS Graduates
Class Act

Eighth grader Lukas Boraski
was misidentified

in a skateboarding photo.

Freshman Brittany
Waldron was misidentified
in the Dance Team photo.

Johanna Reed is a sophomore.

Mr. Ken Gould represents
Region 3 on the MASD

Board of Education.

Editors’ Note: The staff of the
Meteor Chronicle regrets
misreporting the following
information in Issue 6:

Andrew Walter

After 20 years in the school district,
Mr. Wilcox finally gets his diploma. Guess
it takes some people longer than others.

Didn’t your
son graduate

just a few
years back?
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 Opinion

ROVING REPORTER

Based on inquiries and some
statements from both taxpayers
and parents regarding recent is-
sues of the Meteor Chronicle, I
feel it necessary to write a re-
sponse.

It seems that a very small
number of “adults” and a small
number of students feel there are
some articles that should not ap-
pear in our school district’s news-
paper. Concerns are that some
topics are too informative on is-
sues that society does not want
to hear about or deal with.

Let us go back to the his-
tory and the birth of the Chronicle
and the rules that apply to the stu-
dents and teacher who oversee
the journalism classes that are the
heart and soul of the paper.

The rules were very
simple—the paper could not run
any articles that singled out for
criticism any individual or group
of individuals by name. The staff
could write articles that affected
our students, staff, taxpayers and
school board if they were mean-
ingful and honest, open-minded
and ethically correct.

The articles in question by
some contain real issues of im-
portance to our students. These
articles will not be censored just
because some do not think the
subject matter is age appropriate.
We need to continue to give our
student journalists the ability to
own their work and to take re-
sponsibility for the accuracy of
the information they present.

The board has closely
monitored the topics and infor-
mation provided in the articles
published.

Some have said we should
not have allowed certain contro-
versial information contained in
the paper because it offended
them. They believe that we should
have stopped the presses, cut ar-
ticles and mandated that the pa-
per only provide information
about our schools and what is
happening within them. They
want the district to censor the
content and turn our heads on
issues our students believe are
important to others in the school
or in the community.

We will not, nor should
we, censor the content of the pa-
per. There is no need to censor a
journalism class that has shown
great respect for the rules estab-
lished for them as young adults.

They have produced an
award-winning newspaper for
our community to read and en-
joy. It represents our school
district’s philosophy on educa-
tion and our belief that given the
opportunities to excel with hon-
est, open communication, one
can achieve greatness.

We raise our hats to Mrs.
[Sandy] Kaub and the journal-
ism classes for their outstanding
efforts in providing a great news-
paper to our community, students
and staff of the Montrose Area
School District.

Ken Gould, President
       MASD Board of Education

Board Encourages
Responsibility,
Not Censorship

I have a comment about
the senior class’s flamingo
flocking.

I think it is a very unique
idea for fund-raising, and it
shows a lot of school spirit.
The only problem is that some
students don’t have respect

Vandalism Destroys School Spirit
Letter to the Editors

for the recipients of the
flockings.

I ordered a flocking for
my daughter, but before she
even got to enjoy it, it was
torn down. It is shameful that
something that involves such
school spirit and participation

is ruined by a senseless act of
vandalism.

I would hope this letter
makes students realize that the
givers and receivers deserve
respect for the time and
money put into it.

     Eighth grader’s mom

Another
Voice

Apple, I do believe that it is
time to say “goodbye” to your
educational career in MAHS. You
do not seem to fit with the staunch,
controlling standards of the P.C.
world. You are an individual and
are thus cursed.

Some have stated that
Windows computers are in
greater use globally and are thus
more common in the world, and
that students should be exposed
more to what they are likely to see
in the workplace. There is some
truth to this. Windows computers
are bought in greater numbers; that
cannot be argued. What can be
argued, however, is their quality.

Apple computers are by
default more expensive than P.Cs.
This is not due to some desire by
the corporation to make more
money; rather, it is based on quality
and service. This principle is
comparable to a car. Are you more
likely to get a “beater” car for a
low price or one that is of higher
quality for a greater price? Multiple
studies by J.D. Power and
Associates and the Wall Street
Journal have shown the latter.

I have yet to hear nearly as
many complaints in the public
about Apples as P.Cs, especially in
the area of technical support. Large
numbers of P.C. users tell stories
about horrible tech support
problems. Apple users, con-
versely, rarely if ever need tech

support. On the rare occasion
when support may be needed,
most will speak of the superior
quality of Apple technical support.

The few Apples remaining
in the school district are a few
years old yet run more stably than
the newest P.Cs. This is no
coincidence. Many P.C. users
experience the “Blue Screen of
Death” at least monthly. Apple
users are not subject to this
sudden crash due to a lack of
system resources.

Apple computers have
tended to adopt advancing
technology earlier than other
corporations do. The USB
(Universal Service Bus) and
firewire ports were both adopted
much earlier on Apples than on
P.Cs.

A point of interest here is
that originally the Macintosh G3
could not be bought on the
common market for quite some
time after its completion. This is
primarily because it was used by
the military due to its stability and
its near impregnable security
architecture.

Some argue that Apples are
slower than their  P. C. relatives.
This is the megahertz myth, the
idea that a larger number of hertz
in a processor equals a greater
processor. Apple openly states its
actual processor speed in actual
running conditions as opposed to
the idealistic numbers of Intel
machines. In multiple tests,

“slower” Apple computers have
processed information much
more quickly than P.Cs. Apple
processors handle information in
a way different from that of Intel
or AMD processors, and this
leads to quicker processing.

The new graphic arts
department at MAHS uses flat-
screen P.Cs. The New York
Times’ graphics department uses
Apples for their superior graphical
ability as do most major graphical
firms. As a side note, flat-screen
monitors do not offer nearly the
color range or quality of the
traditional CRT monitors that are
still used with graphical Apple
computers.

To receive higher quality,
one must pay higher prices.

It is the end of the school
year and the end of Apple
computers in the district. Is the
problem money? This is  likely a
contributing factor. It seems to
be irrelevant that Apples’ cost-
quality ratio is superior to that of
P.Cs.  Perhaps it is irrelevant that
many high-ranking colleges such
as Yale, Princeton, and MIT use
at least some Apple computers.
Perhaps irrelevant also is the fact
that a fair number of students
actually prefer Apples, let alone
teachers who do.

Goodbye, Apple, my old
friend. We shall speak again soon.
May you find your educational
resting place at a lowly Yale or
Princeton.

‘Goodbye, Apple,
My Old Friend’

J. W. Cain
Opinion Editor

............................................

Board Bytes

Montrose Area Class of 1990
15-Year Reunion

Saturday, September 3, 2005
American Legion, Elk Lake, PA

We are looking for alumni and addresses
to plan an evening of fun with old friends!

Contact Krista (Sheffler) Naylor: 570-967-2230
     quad@epix.net

or
Brenda (Linaberry) Frystak: 570-278-9466

         frystak@dfnow.com

.........................................................................................

“What will be the coolest thing about being a senior?”

Derek Sydlosky, 7th

“The best thing about
being a senior will be that

I’m going to get out
in 180 days.”

Eric Strohl, 7th

“I’m looking forward
to senior prom.”

Ed Darling, 7th

“It should be driving
because I won’t have
to put up with people

on the bus.”

Brooke Cook, 7th

“Getting out of school
because you are
starting your life.”

Meggie Vaccaro, 7th

“I think it will be fun
to pull senior pranks.”

ELIZABETH DAVENPORT/METEOR CHRONICLESHANNON ELBRECHT/METEOR CHRONICLE
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By Andrew Walter
Staff Reporter

‘Staircase’ Has Its Ups and Downs

Imagine finding your
dream home at an unimaginably
low price. Equipped with
riverside views, a boathouse and
large backyard, it has everything
a family of five would want. Oh,
by the way, six people were
murdered there the year before.

 Amityville, Long Island, is
the setting of both the book and
movie entitled The Amityville
Horror. According to the book
by Jay Anson, the Lutz family—
George, his new wife Kathy and
her three children— move into
112 Ocean Avenue on Dec. 18,
1975. Twenty-eight days later, the
Lutzes flee from Ocean Avenue
in terror, never to return for any
of their possessions.

One year earlier, Robert
Defeo had murdered his parents
and four siblings within the walls
of 112 Ocean Avenue. Defeo
claimed voices from inside the
house had told him to kill his
family members.

Upon further inspection of
the house by the Lutzes and
others, including local clergy, the
house was discovered to have
been built on an Indian burial
ground. This, along with a blood
red room not included in the
original floor plans, added to the
public’s and church’s suspicion
of demonic infestation at 112
Ocean Avenue.

According to
www.crimelibrary .com, the
house attracted many onlookers,

  ................................................................................................................................................................................

By Autumn Carpenter
Lathrop Street Editor

including paranormal research-
ers like Dr. Stephen Kaplan, now
deceased, who proved many of
the book’s “occurrences” to be
overly dramatic. The Lutzes

have also come forward, saying
that some of the events
described in the book did not
occur.

I understand that movies
based on books are never exactly
the same as the book. A movie
has to be dramatic enough to
draw in and hold viewers’
attention for two hours or so at
one time whereas a book’s
readers may choose when and
for how long they want to pay
attention to words on the pages.

When I entered the movie
theatre, I understood that the
drama I was about to see most
likely would attempt to scare the
audience, especially since Brad
Fuller, the producer of Texas
Chainsaw Massacre, had done
this film too. But I was in for a
surprise:  The “occurrences”
described in the movie are so
unbelievable that they are more

laughable than frightening.
The  book describes moving

objects, tense emotions, and
unpleasant effects these “occur-
rences” such as a black form fol-

lowing one of the boys into the
bathroom, had on the three
children. The movie ignores the
inexplicable events. For example,
within the first week after moving
in, Kathy finds all the toilets
covered in a stinky, black
substance. Because of short
tempers that George and Kathy
cannot account for, Kathy blames
the children for the unknown
black material. None of this is even
mentioned in the movie.

I can deal with missing
details such as toilets turning
black, but when even the layout
of the house is wrong, I just can’t
handle it anymore. In the book
George experiences cold spells.
For some reason he can never get
warm. The book speaks of his
moving from the wood stove in
the living room to checking the
oil heater in the basement in search

Amityville Film
Disappoints Horror Fans

of warmth. In the movie, both
the woodstove and the oil heater
are located in the basement where
George later moves into to escape
the  cold.

Similarly, the discovery of
the strange “red room” is
different in the movie. In the
book the room is found when
George and Kathy look in the
cellar for a space to turn into a
pantry. In the movie, George
finds the room when he moves
into the basement where he just
randomly decides to take a
sledge hammer to the
foundation wall.

Another discrepancy in the
movie is the portrayal of George.
In the book George is moody and
experiences strange phenom-
enon.

After he realizes his
inappropriate behavior, George
becomes a protective parent to
his step-children, even going as
far as having the three sleep in
his bed so he can watch them
from a chair. In the movie George
is harsh, treating the children
poorly and verbally abusing
Kathy.

I could go on and on and
on about the inconsistencies in
Brad Fuller’s film. If the movie
and book are separated, each has
strengths and weaknesses as one
might expect. Overall, the book
isn’t a scary horror story, and
the movie is beyond belief even
for the supernatural.

........................................

Chess Club
Organizes

A new Chess Club for
students in grades 7-12
meets after school every
Thursday in the distance
learning room. Interested
students should contact
sophomore Dan Williams or
Mr. Craig Owens for more
information.
      Players are encouraged
to take their own chess sets
to club meetings, and mem-
bers would also welcome
chess-set  donations.

The “occurrences” described in the
movie are so unbelievable that they

are more laughable than frightening.

MMU
to Visit

Disney World

........................................

By Caroline Jones
Staff Reporter

ANDREW WALTER/METEOR CHRONICLE

Junior Elizabeth Davenport (far left), seventh grader Larissa
Hilgner and senior James Cain perform in a scene of Up the
Down Staircase at MAHS April 30.

Imagine, if you will, a staff
change at MAHS:
Sophomore Eleni Konstas sits in
the principal’s chair, senior Gina
Cherundolo is the tough-as-nails
disciplinarian, and juniors Liz Dav-
enport and Matt Douglas are the
newest additions to the English
department. These are the roles
the student actors played in the
Drama Club’s recent production
of Up the Down Staircase, a play
written by Bel Kaufman and
adapted by Christopher Sergel.

The setting of the play is the
1960s in the crowded, intercity
Calvin Coolidge High School. The
heroine is the lovely Sylvia Barrett
(played by Liz), the newest En-
glish teacher at CCHS. This naïve
teacher is soon overwhelmed by
memos, messengers and other
assorted bits of madness. The
story follows her struggle to teach
the kids at this school and the
temptation to just give up and work
someplace else. In the end, how-
ever, she is compelled to stay and
give these kids guidance and an
education.

Senior James Cain’s perfor-
mance as the “rebel without a
cause,” Joe Ferone, shines in this

play, though to be honest, he says
that the role wasn’t that much
of a stretch for him.

Gina had the audience in
her pocket as the power-hungry
disciplinarian J.J. McHabe. She
acted as if she owned the stage,
and the audience seemed to feel
a genuine fear as she stalked
across the stage, intimidating
teachers and students alike.

Although these were by far
not the only great performances
in the play, some of the charac-
ters seemed one-dimensional.
Only the stereotypical side of
some of the characters shone
through. For instance, if a char-
acter was meant to be mean, he/
she was mean only; if one was
caring, he/she did no wrong.
Several of the students’ charac-
ters felt a bit dated, like the typi-
cal cool kid who owns the class,
or the shy kid who’s really
smart–however, this may be
more the fault of the playwright
than the actors.

Costume design was inter-
esting, with a neverending sup-
ply of floral print dresses, suit
coats, and the all-purpose blue
jeans, which never go out of style.

I noted that students were wear-
ing hats in school without any vis-
ible retribution from the otherwise
vigilant Ms. McHabe. This may
be due to the fact that most of the
characters were played by fe-
males, and they did their best to
deepen their voices, cover their
long hair and act tough. It is quite
ironic that in Shakespeare’s time,
women’s roles were played by
men, and now the roles have been
reversed.

Stage design was very
unique, thanks to technology di-
rector Craig Owens and art
teacher Cathy Regan. The stage
was set up with the far “wall” of
the classroom representing such
things as a P.A. system and a sug-
gestion box for the students. This
was as ingenious as it was infuri-
ating because, according to sev-
eral viewers, it confused them to no end as the uses of the wall changed continuously.

Overall, the production seemed rushed due to missed cues and botched lines, which suggests that
the actors perhaps needed just a little more time to rehearse their lines. Regardless, the play had its shining
moments and great quotes.

My favorite part of the entire play was the dialogue between Joe and Sylvia when he tossed the late
pass on her desk:

“That’s no way to hand it to me,” said Sylvia.
“My aim’s bad,” replied Joe.
Then Sylvia told him to take the toothpick out of his mouth and his hands out of his pockets. He

asked her which he should do first! That’s just comic gold right there.

The MAHS March-ing
Unit (MMU) is off to Walt
Disney World in Orlando, FL,
June18-27. The MMU will
play in two parades, one in
Universal Studios and the
other in Walt Disney World.
Musical selections will include
“Spitfire” and “Brass Explo-
sion.”  In addition to perfor-
mances, band mem-bers will
visit water and amusement
parks.
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By Gina M. Cherundolo
Arts and Entertainment Editor

Hink Pinks: More
Than a ‘Name Game’
for Seventh Graders

As the sun set, sophomore Cat Caterson snapped the photo above of the
horizon near her house in Bridgewater Township. Cat mainly photographs
nature and takes photos for the MAHS Varsity Club.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CAT CATERSON

Caterson Captures Nature, Emotion

Seventh grade reading
teacher Mary Jeannette Kelly
isn’t just teaching the classics.
She has brought a common
word activity to MAHS that’s
taken the junior high by storm:
Hink Pinks.

Hink Pinks, as they are
appropriately named, are word
puzzles. A cleverly worded clue
prompts the reader to solve a
two-worded (or rarely, a three-
worded) rhyme. Each word has
one syllable, two syllables (called
Hinky Pinkys), or any
combination of several syllables
(Hinkety Pinketys, etc.). For
example, the Hink Pink “a
hideout with very little
headroom,” written by Reneé
Oleniacz, is a “short fort.”

“My mom used to play it
on car trips,” says Mrs. Kelly.
“I thought the kids would have
fun with it, and I thought it would
be a nice segue to learning
poetry. [Hink Pinks] employ
grammar and language skills.”

Students were taught a
“mini-lesson” on Hink Pinks in
March and were assigned the
task of writing several of their
own. Mrs. Kelly selected at least
one from each student to make
a packet, and the students were
assigned to solve them.

“[Creating Hink Pinks]
involved a lot of writing, and it
made me think,” says Zac
Conrad, who wrote the Hinky
Pinky for “a person who lives in
a basement:” a “cellar dweller.”

By Gina M. Cherundolo
Arts and Entertainment Editor

The Greenwich
Connection

By Andrew Walter
       Staff Reporter

MAHS Band Concerts:
May 31:    Junior/senior high school band concert, 7 p.m., Auditorium

June 3:     Jazz band concert, 7 p.m., Auditorium; Awards ceremony following

Concerts Near and Far:
June 3:            The Killers will come out of their cage and do just fine at the Electric Factory in Philadelphia

June 18-19:  Also at the Electric Factory Modest Mouse will be “floating on”

Holy WARPED TOUR! Punk bands from all over creation will be touring this summer well, all over
creation. My Chemical Romance, Something Corporate, Motion City Soundtrack, Thrice and
Dropkick Murphys, will join old geezers like the Offspring and MXPX. And to top the icing on this
sweet “punk” cake, they will be at the Ford Pavilion at Montage Mountain Thursday, August 11. Get your
mosh rags on–it’s gonna be a great summer!

For those of you with a little more metal in your blood, OZZFEST will be at the Tweeter Center in Camden,
NJ, on July 19. Bands slated to rock the stage this year include Rob Zombie, Black Sabbath, Killswitch
Engage, Black Label Society, and In Flames.
Peace out.

Some students enjoyed
creating the brainteasers to provide
puzzlement to their fellow
classmates.

“I liked writing challenging
puzzles to confuse my friends,”
says Erin Caterson.

Caroline Link agrees: “It was
fun trying to figure out all my
friends’ Hink Pinks.”

Meggie Vaccaro liked the
Hink Pinks for a different reason.
She says that on several occasions,
the Hink Pinks had more than one
answer, and she liked how people
came up with different answers
for the clues. For example, she
said the responses for the Hink
Pink “our national bird” included
“regal eagle” and “legal eagle.”

“[I think] the Hink Pinks
were fun because we did
something different,” says Chris
Stevens, who wrote the Hink Pink
for “an overweight feline,” a “fat
cat.”

Mrs. Kelly also says that she
sent some of the Hink Pinks that
the students had written to her
daughter Leah (MAHS class of
’03), who is attending college in
Virginia and majoring in secondary
education in English. Leah had to
prepare a lesson plan for a class,
and she taught Hink Pinks.

“[Leah’s students] became
so engrossed [in Hink Pinks] that
they requested the answers,” says
Mrs. Kelly.

“[Hink Pinks are]
challenging, but still fun,” says
seventh grader Brittany Bartok.

Flip-flops: Old Style Making New Tracks

Trendsetters

They were originally made
from leather, sometimes with
wooden soles, attached to the feet
by leather thong straps, and worn
by the Greeks, Africans, Asians
and Egyptians.

 “Someone I know called
them thong sandals,” says
sophomore Danielle Michielini.

Flip-flops (thong sandals)
have been around for thousands
of years. They are now being
worn for many different reasons.
People in ancient times wore flip-
flops strictly to protect their feet.
Now people of all ages wear them

By Brandi Devine
Photo Editor

as an accessory as well as a foot
covering.

“Flip-flops are cute and
comfortable...,”says sophomore
Christine Brown.

Both guys and girls wear
flip-flops although some people
think the sandals are more
appropriate for girls. Guys wore
them in ancient times.

“I personally think that it’s
fine if guys want to wear flip-
flops. Do whatever makes you
happy,” says a sophomore boy.

For a sandal that used to
be worn only as protection from

hot sand or from public showers,
flip-flops have come a long way.

They come in an endless
array of colors—red, blue, pink,
green, yellow, polka dots,
stripes—and in several styles,
such as flip-flops with kitten heels,
a heel that measures anywhere
from a quarter inch to an inch,
platform heels, beads, fur, etc.

“You can wear them with
anything…,” says sophomore
Danielle Mayes.

Flip-flops prove the saying:
“What goes around comes
around.”

Featured Artist

Test your skill in solving
the students’ Hink Pinks below.

1.  A phony reptile
2.  An impolite man
3.  Female royalty with an unpleasant disposition
4.  Vehicles from a distant planet

1. Fake snake  2. Rude dude  3. Mean queen  4. Mars cars

.......................................................................................

History teacher Mary
Ann Cunningham’s class-
room is decorated with
more than just posters and
plants. On her podium are
pictures of petunias, lupines,
and impatiens from her
garden, photographed by
sophomore Cat Caterson,
one of Mrs. Cunningham’s
former students.

“I take a lot of pictures
of her flowers because she
loves them,” says Cat.

“People enjoy [the
photos], so I decided to put
them up [around the
room],” says Mrs.
Cunningham. Sure enough,
her podium has a poster on
it entitled “Cat’s Corner.”

Six years ago, Cat says,
friends of her family, who
own a photography
business, introduced her to
photography.

Cat specializes in
nature photos and candid
sports shots. She is one of
the main photographers for
the Varsity Club, taking
many of the sports photos

which are used for
programs and an end-of-
the-year slideshow to be
shown during the Varsity
Club banquet later this
month.
     “Mr.Gilhool [MAHS
athletic director] was
looking for someone to do
a presentation and take
pictures for the Varsity
Club banquet, and Mrs.
Bennici [MAHS band
director] recom-mended
me,” says Cat.

Cat admits she is
also a fan of nontraditional
photographic style and
rejects “staged photos.”

“I like to capture a
certain emotion with the
pictures I take,” says Cat.

“I don’t make people
pose for photos; I find it
unnatural. I don’t know if
I really have a style or
follow anyone else’s. If I like
it, I shoot it. I don’t always
think about what angles and
such to shoot from—it just
happens.”

Cat prefers using digital

cameras because of the
convenience, she says. Her
camera of choice is the
Canon Digital Rebel.

“I like using digital
[cameras] so you can view

the picture after taking it and
make adjustments,” says Cat.

Cat uses photo editing
software, such as Adobe
Photoshop, to tweak her art.

“There are certain

elements in a
photograph that you
can’t control,” says
Cat. “But Photoshop
can turn a good picture
into a great picture.”
  Cat has already
thought about career
plans and which
colleges to attend. She
is considering RIT or
Penn State to major in
photography and Web
design, with a possible
minor in business
management.
   “I’d prefer to open
my own business,”
says Cat, “but I’d be
fine working for
someone too.”
   Cat also has
published some of her
pictures on online
sources. Cat says that
the Internet is a “good

way to show your
photographs” to others.

“Art should uplift the
soul to a higher level,” says
Mrs. Cunningham. “[Cat is]
a neat photographer, and we
should display her work.”
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“...the teachers because
they helped me get through

seven years of school.”

Leah Cronk, LS

“...recess because [in the
high school], we have

to sit and work all day.”

Gina Jacoby, LS

“What I will
miss most

about
elementary
school is...”

“…how everyone is
together in our classes.

When we get to the high
school, we won’t see
each other as much.”

Stacie Rihl, CV

It started with one little
note…

“It started out that I wanted
to apply what I learned in college,
but it evolved as an outreach to
every child to show them that
they have the power to make a
difference and do have a voice,”
said Choconut Valley second
grade teacher Leslie Hoal.

This “outreach” is sign
language, but the repercussions
of the new language Mrs. Hoal
teaches go beyond the annual
second grade sign language
show, said senior Becky
Harasymczuk; they reverberate
in the heart of every child.
According to Mrs. Hoal, the goal
is to instill power within each
individual who enters her
classroom.

Not everyone can sing or
dance or act, but nearly everyone
can silently move his/her hands,
she said. Through this simple act
of learning to sign, Mrs. Hoal said
she has seen confidence grow
from deep within her students as
they are introduced to issues that
other people face.

“I like sign language
because it shows I care about
people who can’t speak any other
way,” said second grader Abigail
Capwell.

When the students first
enter her class, Mrs. Hoal focuses
on developing them into second
graders by giving them time to
adjust to new demands.

Following this introductory
period, she begins teaching them
basic sign language, including
finger-spelling, the Pledge of
Allegiance, patriotic songs, and
verbs such as “sit,” “walk,” and
“be quiet.” Teaching sign language
also allows her to expand on

Sign Language Gives
Students Another ‘Voice’
By Amber Lattner
Choconut Valley Editor

science lessons such as helping
the students better understand
hearing and vibrations.

After Christmas break Mrs.
Hoal begins preparations for her
annual sign language show. She
picks a theme and then
incorporates various songs that
relate to the topic. Past show
themes have included the Lion
King, inventions, and Broadway.
This year’s show, however,
begins with just one little
note…and then two…and then
three…and so the melody
continues as people (“notes”)
begin working together to achieve
beauty like music from notes on
a page.

The show is based on the
idea that individually, people may
not possess all that is necessary
to achieve a great task, but by
working with one another and
aiming for a common goal,
amazing things can be

accomplished. Such songs as
“Listen to the Music” by the
Doobie Brothers and “Wild
Angels” by Martina McBride will
be heard.

 Shows will be performed
near the end of the year, said Mrs.
Hoal. Two will be done during
the day for students, and one
evening performance will be
given for parents. Mrs. Hoal said
she is excited about the
performances and is proud of the
work that her class has devoted
to making the programs a
success.

It may have started out with
one little note…but according to
past second graders, Mrs. Hoal’s
program has been so much more
than that. Students like Becky
agreed that learning sign language
instilled within them a lasting
appreciation for all different kinds
of people and the courage to stand
up and have a voice..................................................................................................................................

Lathrop Street second
grader Troy Ely placed first in the
11th Write and Illustrate Your Own
Picture Book Contest sponsored
by Susquehanna County
Historical Society & Free Library
Association.

Four local libraries comprise
the county system, and each
holds its own contest. Troy won
first place in the kindergarten
through second grade category
for the Montrose library.

After two months of
preparation, Troy entered  his
non-fiction book entitled The
Great White Shark. He says after
he read a book about sharks, he
found them “really interesting.”

“I usually draw about
sharks,” says Troy, “[but] I never
wrote a book about them.”

Troy started writing his
book in January as a creative
writing assignment in second
grade teacher David Wood’s
class.

“I think [winning the
contest] is an awesome reward
for [Troy’s] hard work,” says
Mr. Wood. “It’s a good end for
his work.”

By Autumn Carpenter
Lathrop Street Editor

Ely Places in Local Contest

As the end of the year
approaches, sixth grade students
at both Choconut Valley and
Lathrop Street will experience an
array of events, including dances,
trips and award/graduation
ceremonies.

Lathrop Street students will
head to Hershey Park May 26,
and Choconut Valley students will
visit Knoebels June 9. The
students of Lathrop Street
fundraised throughout the year to
help pay the cost of their trip.
Choconut Valley funding came
from the school.

“Some of [the money] came
from the students; some of [the
money] the district paid,” said
Lathrop Street secretary Connie
Birchard.

Although the locations will
differ, at both schools amusement
parks are the one event most
students look forward to.

“[Sixth graders] are the only
ones who go to Hershey,” says
Mrs. Birchard. “Sixth grade is the
big trip.”

“[I’m looking forward to]
the trip [to Knoebels] because I
like amusements parks, and we’ll
have freedom when we go
there,” said Choconut Valley
student Matthew Hohn.

“[I’m looking forward to
Hershey Park] because we get
to go there with our friends and
go on all the rides,” said Billy
Strandburg from Lathrop Street.

Both elementary schools
will hold end-of-the-year dances.
Lathrop Street’s Fun and
Farewell dance is June 3, and Mr.
John Adams will DJ; Choconut
Valley’s dance with a tropical
theme is June 8.

“The dance has been a long
tradition at Choconut Valley,” said
principal Chris McComb. “In my
opinion, it is a great opportunity
to get together as a group, both
students and faculty, to celebrate
our students’ taking the next step
in their educational jour-
ney…seventh grade.”

“I was anxious for
Knoebels, but [I’m not] anxious
for the dance because I don’t like
dancing,” says Choconut Valley
student Kyle Rogers.

“In the beginning of the
year, the guys started asking the
girls out to the dance,” says
Drusilla Potts from Choconut
Valley.

“[The dance] will [kind of]
be fun, but I think Hershey Park
will be more fun,” says Lathrop
Street’s Alex Lewis.

Sixth graders at Choconut
Valley will be a part of a school-
wide awards ceremony June 10.
Graduates will receive certificates
of completion. After their
completion of sixth grade,
students at Lathrop Street will
participate in a graduation
ceremony June 13. Several
awards will be given out at both
schools, including Presidential
Academic Excellence Awards and
the Klein Award for students who
have displayed outstanding
citizenship.

“I think the awards
ceremony is the most important
because every student in the
school will be there,” says
Matthew.

[The graduation ceremony
is important] because we’re
going on to high school,” says
Lathrop Street student Brianna
Hollenbeck.

Sixth
Graders

to Celebrate
By Kaitlyn Kurosky

Staff Rerporter

According
to the library’s
Web site, 80
picture books
were entered into
the contest from
across the county.

The books
were divided into
three categories
according to the
authors’ grade
levels. All par-
ticipants will
receive Certif-
icates of Partici-
pation and com-
ments from the
judges at an
award ceremony
to be held at the
Montrose Theatre
in June.

Each first-
place book will be
hardbound and
placed in the
entering library
after being circulated throughout
the county, according to the Web
site.

Troy says he is excited to

“…the nice teachers, the
easier work, and not having
finals to take every year.”

Kyle Rogers, CV

Elementary News

Second graders (from left) Wyatt Kuhr, Ramona Miller,
David Gardner, and Mychael-Rose Raymer rehearse for
their sign language program to be performed for students
and parents at Choconut Valley.

PHOTO COURTESY OF J. PUZO

Lathrop Street second grader Troy Ely dis-
plays his book entitled The Great White Shark.
Troy won first place in the 11th  Write and
Illustrate Your Own Picture Book Contest
hosted by the Susquehanna County Historical
Society & Free Library Association.

PHOTO COURTESY OF DAVID WOOD

see readers’ reactions to his book.
“[My book] has stuff in it

that [readers] might want to
know,” says Troy.
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There was once a time
when athletes worked hard to
peak during their senior years in
hopes of being recognized by top
colleges for their standout high
school performances in their
respective sports. But times have
definitely changed, and recruiting
has leaped to a whole new level.

Today, high school athletics
simply are not enough; that is,
unless one attends the number
one high school for his/her
particular sport. Club sports and
single sport athletes are becoming
the trend, and unless one joins the
trend, attending a college that is
exceptional in one of his/her
sports and playing for that school
are highly unlikely.

 Not only has the course
one takes in developing as a player
evolved but so also has the
recruiting process. Official visits,
or campus visits for the high
school athlete paid by the college
coach, were once regarded as
great tools to entice prospective
athletes. But those types of visits
are limited to seniors, and as the
recruiting game is being initiated
earlier and earlier, to some
universities these visits are no
longer the deciding factor to their
recruitments.

Not every college, of
course, is jumping the recruiting
gun. Division II and III schools
often do not recruit as heavily as
Division I programs, and most
Division I schools have not yet
got caught up in the “recruiting
game.” But schools with elite
athletics programs are more
involved in such activities than the
general public could ever imagine.

For example, women’s
soccer programs at universities

By Amber Lattner
Choconut Valley Editor

Editors’ Note: The following commentary is based upon
observations of the author in her investigation

of universities and their athletic policies.

College Recruiting:
Cards in Your Hands

such as Notre Dame, North
Carolina, Indiana University, and
Purdue (just to name a few),
scout players as early as their
freshman year of high school.
Their recruiting for the class of
2006 is nearly complete. That’s
right, some juniors have already
verbally committed to such
colleges to play sports.

Honestly, I wish I were one
of those chosen few soccer
players who as juniors already
know where they are headed
after high school graduation. But
at the same time, how confident
about those decisions can most
teenagers be in only eleventh
grade? Often junior girls have not
had the opportunity to actually
visit college campuses, but
scholarship money provokes
them to commit.

Furthermore, because the
recruiting game is starting so
early, and the competition for
colleges to gain access to the
limited number of “elite” athletes
is becoming very intense,
colleges have begun recruiting
overseas. Elite women soccer
players from Canada, although
limited in number, are being
sought because the competition
there is not yet as great.
Teenagers from foreign teams
are being selected and given
scholarships to American
universities to play sports.

Athletics and the recruiting
process are one big game, and
if played correctly, one has the
potential to hold a handful of
aces. But in our ever fast-paced,
instantaneous society, waiting
for the right cards to fall into
one’s hands may leave a player
with few chips on the table.

Senior Justin Lavo, a four-
year MAHS baseball player,
started playing the game at age
five when he joined a tee-ball
team in Choconut.  Since that
time, Lavo has become one of
the standouts for the Meteors.

“As a three-year starter,
Lavo has lots of experience at
the varsity level,” says head
coach Todd Legg.  “He is
probably one of the best, if not
the best, shortstop in our
division.”

Lavo, son of Mike and
Roxanne of Brackney, says that
his dad, a.k.a. Big Mike, has
played a big part in his baseball
career, always pushing him to
do better in the sport.

“I think my dad is the
biggest reason why I do so well
in baseball,” says Lavo.  “He
always played as a kid and has
always encouraged my brother
and me to play as well.  I
practiced with him and my older
brother Brian [MAHS ’03]
before I began playing baseball.”

“[Lavo is] the most reliable
fielder on the team,” says senior
Bill Overfield, a pitcher and third
baseman for the Meteors.  “You
can always count on him to
make big plays.”

According to Coach Legg,
Lavo’s greatest strengths are his
fielding skills and his experience
at the plate.  With a batting
average of .219, Lavo had
earned two doubles and six
RBIs at press time with only one
error on the season at shortstop.

“At the plate, he won’t
really hit the homeruns, but he’ll
hit the ball to a spot where he
can get on base,” says Coach
Legg.  “He knows where the
strike zone is and won’t usually
swing at anything outside of that.

Lavo: ‘Reliable’ and ‘Patient’
By Larry Lundy
Staff Reporter

He also has quick hands and
patience.  With these he can wait
for the ball to get to where he
wants it over the plate before he
swings.”

Senior co-captain Dan
Preston, an outfielder, pitcher, and
third baseman for the Meteors,
agrees with Coach Legg.

“Lavo is a good team
player, one of the few players
who puts the team before
himself,” says Preston.  “I have
confidence in him at the plate and
on the field.  When the ball is hit
to him, it’s a pretty sure out.”

Lavo says the thing he likes
most about baseball is the fact
that in order to be successful in
the sport, one must rely on his
teammates to do their best.

“I like the trust that you
form with the other players when
you’re on a team,” says Lavo,

who plays school ball in the spring
and [American] Legion baseball
in the summer and participates
at a baseball clinic in Endicott
during the fall and winter
seasons.  “You have to rely on
them a lot, and it’s important that
you trust each other.  And when
something exciting happens on
the field, like a batter hits the ball,
it’s pretty cool to work together
as a team to get that guy out.”

Lavo will attend
Bloomsburg University of
Pennsylvania next fall where he
plans to pursue college baseball.

“Lavo is going to be a hard
player to replace next year,”
says Coach Legg.  “Hitting wise,
he needs to improve from just
getting on base to hitting home
runs.  But on the field, he’s a
pretty solid athlete with the skills
and talent needed to succeed.”

For today’s athletic events:
girls’ varsity softball away versus
Valley View at 4:30; boys’ varsity
baseball away versus Valley View
at 4:30.

For this weekend’s athletic
events: boys’ varsity baseball
away at Dunmore at 11 a.m.—
bus at 8; girls’ varsity softball
away at Dunmore at 11a.m.—bus
at 8; varsity track…..

Anything sound similar?
This year the boys’ and girls’

varsity baseball and softball teams
have identical game schedules,
allowing the two teams to travel
to games together on one bus.

According to athletic
director Joe Gilhool, this method
has been used in years past with
the two teams, but this year the
district decided to make another
attempt, and so far it has been
successful. The school district
has saved money, especially with

By Nick Harasymczuk
Sports Editor

Baseball, Softball
Teams Share Rides

the escalating cost of gas.
Each team has the same

scheduled start time, but the length
of each game varies, depending
on the pace of play.

“[Traveling with the
baseball team] works out okay,”
says senior Amanda Turner. “The
softball team has to wait a lot,
though. The baseball games take
much longer than our [softball]
games do.”

According to Mr. Gihool,
the current league the baseball and
softball teams play in will be
realigned once the current two-
year cycle is completed, which is
next season.  The realignment will
allow players to compete against
teams located within Susquehanna
County, therefore decreasing
travel time and distance.

Whether or not the teams
will travel together next year is still
undecided.

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Featured Athlete
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The boys’ tennis team will
undergo some changes next
season.  The team will graduate
five seniors this year, three of
whom have held multiple varsity
positions. Despite the loss, head
coach Jeff Cornell says he has
confidence that the younger
players on the team will be ready
to step up and play at the varsity
level.

“We have some very good
JV players who will be playing at
the varsity level next year,” says
Coach Cornell. “We have a good
group of younger players who
work well together.”

Although next year’s team
will be young, most of the players
have experience behind them.

“Most of the players
practice during the off-season, and
some play at Binghamton Tennis

By Elizabeth Davenport
Photo Editor

Senior Boys’ Tennis Shoes
Need Filling

Center during
the winter,”
s a y s
sophomore
Patrick Bayer,
who plays
varsity.

C o a c h
Cornell says
that his goal
every year is to
teach students
how to play
tennis and to
help them im-
prove their
strategy and technique. His
younger players, he says, are
eager to learn and always ready
to play.

“The team has the potential
to be a winning team next year,
says Coach Cornell.

Senior Justin Lavo hits a ball to left field during baseball
practice at MAHS May 13.
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Junior Dave Kimble serves a ball during warm-
ups for a match against Scranton Prep May 3.
The Cavaliers defeated the Meteors 0-7.

E. DAVENPORT/METEOR CHRONICLE

Seniors Brady Goldsmith
and Sean Jones were co-captains
this year. Mr. Cornell is unsure
who will replace them.

“In my experience, most
leaders surface during their senior
year,” says Coach Cornell.
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SPORTLIGHT
Commentary

As I sit down to write my
last “Sportlight,” I think about
what it is I could write. What
issue in the sports world do I want
to take the time to talk about in
my final column? Steroids? No.
The NFL draft? Nope. How
about the NBA playoffs? Boring.
How about Tiger Woods, the
Masters champion? No way—
even I wouldn’t talk about golf
in a commentary.

I really don’t want to be
mushy and write a sob story,
thanking everyone I’ve known
throughout high school. One
party that I do want to thank,
however, is YOU, the reader.
When I became a member of
this staff almost four years ago,
I never dreamed that I’d have
so much fun writing about sports,
and my column would not be as
popular as it is today without the
constant support of the readers.

Every topic I write about

So Much Left to Say, So Little Time
relates to the community, either
locally, nationally or more
commonly both. My opinions
have been solely mine, and I
stand behind everything I have
written. I’d be lying if I said
nobody has ever disagreed with
me over the past three years, but
I must say the support I’ve
received has been awesome.
Most people do not know how
difficult it is to come up with a
viable, relevant topic to write two
to three pages on every month.
People have, for the most part,
been very open-minded when it
came to my columns.

One group I could rely on
whenever I was in need of a
topic was my good old personal
favorite sports teams, the
Minnesota Vikings, New York
Mets, and Orlando Magic. You
can see how depressing and
stressful my life has been by just
reading those names. Only the
Vikings would not turn in their
draft pick within the allotted time
limit and have a kicker go perfect
during the regular season and

then miss a 30-yard field goal that
would have sent the Vikings to
the Super Bowl in 1998. And
then there was the fluke go-
ahead touchdown the Eagles got
against Minnesota in this year’s
playoffs when the ball bounced
off three different players and
was caught for a score.

Only the Mets could claim
one of the top three payrolls over
the last three seasons and have
no playoff appearances to show
for it. Only the Magic would field
great players such as Shaq and
Tracy McGrady and never win
a championship. I could always
count on my teams to come
through for me—whenever I
needed to lament, I would just
open the sports page.

There is one issue,
however, that I would like to
discuss. It’s about an athlete  who
plays a sport that is currently out
of season. Terrell Owens, the
Philadelphia Eagles’ All-Star
wide receiver, has recently made
news by demanding that his
contract be renegotiated and he

be paid more money—as if the
seven-year $48 million contract
he signed last year and the $10
million upfront aren’t enough.

Yes, he had a great year
last season and displayed a
heroic performance in the Super
Bowl, but he just needs to quit
complaining and play! The
Eagles did make the Super
Bowl—but they LOST. Until
Owens has something to flaunt
and brag about, he needs to keep
his mouth shut and focus on
bringing the Vince Lombardi
trophy to Philly.

Who knows what is going
to happen next in the ever
evolving world of sports. One
thing is for certain: I’ll always
have something to say even
though I won’t be able to
communicate my opinion
through the Chronicle. I’m not
worried, though. I’m leaving the
sports section in the very capable
hands of Steff Jahnke—a Green
Bay Packer fan who has her
own views of the sports world,
and Burgundy Shelp—a field

hockey player who will be sure
to assert her opinions in the paper
over the next several months.

In closing, thanks to
everyone on the staff of the
Meteor Chronicle. These past
few years have been an
experience that I’ll never forget.
Thanks to my mom and dad for
forcing me to take journalism my
freshman year. The skills that I
take away from this class are
invaluable to me and will be an
essential part of my success in
college.

Thanks to all of the Meteor
athletes. It has been a blast
covering you for the past four
years. Seeing athletes excel in
their sports has been really
rewarding.

But most of all, thanks to
all of the readers! Whether I talk
to you about my column in
school, or if you’ve never met
me before, thanks to you for
taking the time to bring
“Sportlight” into your lives. I
hope that you have enjoyed the
ride as much as I have.

Not many people get the
chance to participate on college
sports teams without being
“walk-ons” (people who try out
for a college sports team at the
beginning of a certain sports
season).

However, this year nine
MAHS seniors have been
recruited, awarded scholarships,
or already accepted to college
teams.

Heading off to Bloomsburg
University in central Pennsylvania,
seniors Justin Lavo and Tara
Mullin will play baseball and
soccer respectively in college.

Lavo says the demands of
participating on a college baseball
team are “commitment” and
“dedication.” He says he is “very
pleased” to be able to play on a
college team and is ready to work
hard.

“Dedication” and “hard
work” are what Mullin believes
college soccer will require. She
says she “can’t wait” to play
soccer and expects to “give it her
all.”

Senior Bill Overfield will
attend Cecil Community College
in North East, MD, on a partial
baseball scholarship that will pay
half of his tuition. He says baseball
will take up a lot, if not most, of
his free time, but he is “thrilled to
be able to play at the next level.”

Participating in softball at
Keystone College in La Plume,
senior Kim Kwitoski says she
knows that she will like playing
softball in college.

“You are playing with people
with more talent, and you know
they are people who actually want
to be there and are playing it for
the right reasons,” says Kwitoski.
“[It will be] different than high
school because you are used to
playing with the same people, but

By Burgundy Shelp
Sports Editor

Senior Athletes Prepare
for College Sports

in college you play with talented
people, and people give 100
percent  to keep their spots.”

Dedication and hard work
are what senior Erika Brown is
expecting when she goes to
College Misericordia in Dallas, PA,
this fall and participates in the
school’s basketball program.

“[It is] exciting and a little
scary, more intense, [and] more
competition,” says Brown.

Heading off to Monmouth
University in New Jersey in the
fall, seniors Kyle Adriance and
Larry Lundy will participate in
track and field.

Adriance was recruited and
awarded an academic and athletic
scholarship. He says track will
take a lot of his time and a lot of
hard work.

“[I am] really excited and a
little nervous of competing with
Division I athletes,” says
Adriance, who expects to devote

all of his spare time
to training for track
and traveling all over
the East Coast.

Also awarded
a scholarship for
athletics and
academics, Lundy
says playing in a
college sport will be
demanding.  There
will be practices
every day, year
round, but he is
happy about being
able to participate in
a college sport.

“I expect to
work my butt off in
college, to work hard
through the summer,
fall and the rest of the
year,” says Lundy.

At t end ing
Penn State Hazelton

in the fall, senior Ryan VanTassel
will play soccer. VanTassel says
he is excited to participate, but he
says, “The first week I’m going
to puke every night at practice.”

VanTassel says being in
shape and having athletic ability
are the demands of college team
play.

Senior Nick Harasymczuk
will attend York College of
Pennsylvania in York this fall, and
he will play golf. He says athletes
have to be able to budget their time
to get their work done on time to
maintain a high GPA, and they
have to be competitive on the
team.

“[You have to] prove
yourself coming in,” says
Harasymczuk, who says he is
excited and looking forward to
excelling in college golf. “[My]
expectations [are] to perform
[well] and get to know the team
and coach and stay on [the] team.”

States Require Athletes
to ‘Rely on’ Own Skills
By Tom Onuska
Arts and Entertainment Editor

The time has come.  Track
athletes will test their skills against
competitors from across
Pennsylvania at the state
championship at Shippensburg
University May 27-28.

“Districts are really the
place where you get to perfect
your technique and prepare to
compete at states,” said senior
Larry Lundy, whose events are
shot put and discus. “You have
to work to be the best in your
events.”

Track athletes say they are
have worked extra hard this year
to make it to states, and in some
cases that effort will make all the
difference, according to head
coach Eric Powers. This year the
first-place finishers at districts will
not be the only ones guaranteed
a spot at states. Due to a change
in qualifying rules, athletes who
come in second and meet the state
qualifying mark will also compete
at states.

“The change in qualifying
could potentially make a big
difference for some of our
athletes who compete in tough
events with a lot of other fast
kids,” said Coach Powers. “Our

athletes have a greater chance of
making it to states and placing,
but the change will not affect them
a great deal.”

 Those athletes who went
to states last year and are ready
to compete again are not paying
much attention to the new
qualifying rule but rather working
to better themselves, according
to senior Kyle Adriance.  A state
qualifier and third-place finisher
in districts for the high jump last
year, Adriance said that the surest
way for any athlete to compete
at the state level is to train all
season and rely on his/her skills
in the event he/she is planning to
compete in.

Lundy concurs. He
wrestled this year and said he
trained harder for track season,
giving him more endurance and
leaving him more time to perfect
his skills at the discus.

“It is only natural that not
all of our athletes will place at
states, although they certainly
have that potential,” said Coach
Powers. “They have worked hard
all year long, and I am sure our
athletes can compete with anyone
else at the state level.”

BURGUNDY SHELP/METEOR CHRONICLE
Senior Larry Lundy will participate in
track and field at Monmouth University in
New Jersey next year.

Chris Snee’s
PUNT PASS AND KICK CONTEST

Ages 7-14

July 3, 12 p.m.
Montrose Area High School

Registration materials at Pennstar and PNB
or at www.UnitedwayOfSusquehannaCounty.org

Registration deadline May 31

Sponsor: United Way of Susquehanna County
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